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number such gentlemen at may be likely 
to further the object of this meeting, and 
thataiiy five of such committee be a quorum. 

Fourth — That Mr. Wm. Lewtoii Clarke 
be appointed Secre'irv to the said commit- 
tee. 

Fifth, That it be an instruction to the 
said committee to correspond with all of 
the other Out Ports of the United Kiiig;- 
dom-^^and, as far as possible, to co-operate 
with then! in all the pleasures nepessary to 
procure the great object in view, 

SijEtli^— That in order to create a fund 
for defraying the e^tpenceof suph measures 
as may be necessary to be taken in conse- 
quence of the foregoing resolutjpns, a Sub- 
scription be entered into, the prodvce of 
Vbich shall lie plaped at the disposi^l of the 
Coinmitiep. 

Seventh. ..That the thanks of this Meet- 
ing be given to John Louden M'Adam, esq. 
tor having called the attention of the Citi- 
zens of Bristol to so important an object, — 
for the able manner in which he has open- 
e,d the busines9,r— and for the zeal he has 
shewn in procuring information, whivh will 
so much facilitate the labours of the comr 
mittee. 

Eighth — ^That these resoliJtions be pub- 
lished in all the Bristol I'apers, and in such 
othpr manner as the Committee shall think 
expedient. J.H. Wiloox, Mayor. 

Niuih— -The Right Worshipful the Mayr 
or having quitted the Chair, the Thanks of 
the Meeting were unanimously voted to 
him, for his able conduct therein, and also 
for his kind and ready compliance with the 
request addressed to him for convening the 
Meeting. 

PROTEST, 

Entered on the journals of the Jlouse of 

Lords, against going into a Committee 

on the Bill, intituled, '' an act for the 

more exemplary punishment of persons 

destroying or injuring any Stocking oir 

I.ace Frames, or other Machines or F-nr 

gines used in thf Knitting Manufactory, 

Becaiise,-^W^ feel ourselves ifl duty 

bound to cpcord our dissapprobation of all 

further prop pediugs on a Bill, characterised 

by those who suppprted it, as indisctimii 

natcly inflicting the punishiiiept of Death 

on all crimes described by words copied out 

Of an Act of Parliament, which had, in no 

instance, the forfeiture of life in contpraplar 

tion. 

It was with a mixed feeling of surprise 
Bud iiidignation we learnt, fioni the dis- 



cuasion that has already taken place, that 
this Bill, in its nature the most interesting, 
grave, and important that can be submitted 
to the, consideration of the L'g'sl'ture, had 
been framed without sulficieut deliberation 
to enable the friends of the measure to give 
stny distinct explanation of the precise 
crimes to wh;ch, under the legal import of 
the words, thus thoughtlessly and precipi- 
tately adopted, it is proposed to extend the 
punishment of death. 

We cannot therefore,.under svph circuni- 
stances, copsent to go into a committee; 
for even the ameiidinents -which might be 
ther^ proposed, aot} adopted, would, iti 
our opinion, disgtape the two Houses of 
Parliament, by recording th^t thpy are ca- 
pable of rashly agreeing to the principle 
yf a Bill thijs indiscriminately and by 
wholesale applying capital punishment to 
^ variety of offences, differing in their mo- 
tive, their character, and their guilt ; — for 
the purpose of considerlug what exceptions 
might subsequently be sugg^ted by pru- 
de^nce and humapity, which Ought exclu- 
sively to guid? the ludgment of the Legis- 
lature in every stage of their delibera- 
tions, on all acts of crimit^al legisiatioii. 

We agree in the opiaion so generally 
expressed in this House, that the conduct 
of the Mattufact(irers,in destroyitig frames, 
and other machinery, us^d in our uiauu- 
factures, must proceed from mistaken 
vieWs of their own iiuerests ; as they, more 
than any other class of his Majesty's sub- 
jects, are deeply interested in the preser- 
vation of machinery, t"^ the improvement 
of which we owe our existence as a manu- 
facturing country. 

But we think ti our duty, stjongly and 
in distinct tprmj, to reprobate the unpre- 
cedented folly of atlehi^)ting to enlighten 
the minds of men, in regard to what is be- 
neficial for themselves, by encreaset> se- 
verity of pi^iiishment ;— ^whilst everv sound 
prmciple of cfiiuinal legislation makes u$ 
regard such an addition to the long list of 
offences, already subjcctpd to capital pu- 
pishment hy the law s of this countiy, with 
astonishment and d'sgust; — .and every 
feeling of humanity leads us to express 
the utmost horror at the wanton cruelty 
of ptiiiishipg our fellow-ci;£atures with 
death, for those culpable acts, more in- 
jurious tp themselves than to any other 
part of the community — to which, through 
mistaken views of policy, the eucreasing 
distress of the times has reduced them to 
resort. {^auoekdale, 

PosstYN, 



